
What do the experts say? 
• Keep mulch awa} from tree Lrunks 

because bark will )oftcn and become 
prone to in~ects, fungus. aDd rodents! 

• Tree~ mulched in groups grow better 
than trees mulched alone. 

• Put the mulch on the soil surface and do 
nOl mix it inLo the soil. Let mulch decay 
naturally into the soil at its own pac 

• Mulch helps young trees survive. 

• For newly planted trees. mukh out to 
one foot beyond the root ball. 

• For newly planted trees. enlarge Lhe 
mulch circle a foot or two each yent t 
allow for root growth, 

These photos 
show proper 
mulchin 
around trees 
in the winter 
and summer. 

Who can help your trees? 
r your tree is trapped in a mulch vol­

cano, please don't remove the entire 
okano all at once! Removal or a 

mulch volcano all at once might fur­
ther damage your already stressed 
tree. We recommend that you first 
.leek the advice of a NJ Certifed Tree 
Ex.pert. A free CTE Directory b 
available from the Forest Service 
office listed below or on the internet. 

• Mulch that is kept away from the Lrunk 
and at 2 to" inches thick let50 the tree gel 
ready for winter. Tree experts cull this 
hardening off and il cannot buppen with 
mulch that is deeply piled and IS keeping 
a tree'.. roots too warm. . 

What about termites? 
Mulch beds should be kept at least 
6 inches away from building foun­
dations, the lowest course of siding. 
and any wooden parts of a building. 
Termite kings and queens only live 
in soil. so chances of bringing tbem 
home in mulch are slim. However. 
thai 6-inch barrier )Irip wilJ not be 
easy for termites to bridge with 
their mud tube'l. 

What good does proper mulching do for trees?
 
uJeh helps the soil to hold water for 

the trec's roots. 

• l\'lulch heJp~ ro prevent soil compaction 
that suffocates a tree's roots. 

•	 uJch helps add organic matter to the 
soil as it gradually breaks down, rbu 
acting like a slowly released, natural 
fertilizer for the tree. 

• Mulch helps to prevent the soil from 
washing away. Soil erosion is very haTm~ 

ful to the tree's exposed roots. Soil 
erosion not only stresses the tree hut can 
increase the chance of blowdown in a 
stann or on a windy day. 

• Mulch helps to reduce the damage from 
drought and from pests. 

• Mulch help... to keep lawn mower'> and
 
string trimmers away from the barL
 
Damaged bark IS an open wound that
 
an be infected by fungus and bacteria 

known to killlrees. If the tree's !:-'I'een 
t issues located jm>t inside the bark are cut. 
Lhen waler from the roots cannot get 
carried up to the leaves and food from the 
leaves cannot get carried down to the roots. 

• Mulch beJps to moderate soil tempera­
tures. it behaves like an insulating blanket. 
It helps to keep soil cooler in the summer 
and warmer in the winter. This is much 
less stressful for the tree's roots. 

• ~Julch help~ to reduce weeds and gra'lses 
around trees. Weeds and gr,,'>ses will 
compete with the tree's root" for water 
and for nutrients. 


