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The Right Tree for the Right Place

Trees provide many benefits—shade, beauty, windbyreak, privacy, cleaner
air, less noise, less glare, and higher property values, to name a few. But the
key to ithese benefits is Lo select the right tree and plant it in the righi place.
This not only assures a lifetime of satisfaction, but it alse keeps maintenance
costs low. Seleet tree species that will fill a particular rele or function in
your landscape. Then, plant them in the right places that will enable them fo
fill those funclions.
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Wrong Trees, Wrong Places
Planting large irees ander utility lines can eventually
menn mutilated trees as they grow to maturity. Luarge
pvergreens close to the house on the south block warming
winter sunlight. No trees on the north side ol the house can
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Better Choices
Bhort lowering trees don't rlash with everhewd utilivy
lines. Large deciduous trees on the ssutheast, southwest,
and west provide cooling shade in summer bul don’t ob-
stroel the low winder sun, An evergreen windbreak on e

leave iL vulnerable w ey winter winds,

norih blocks cold winds in winter,
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Factors to Consider
1. The Trae's Purpoge will impinc
lse suitabilivy of different tree
sppcies, whethor used for shade,
arsthetie beauty, wind protection,
screeming, or other purposes.

2. SBize and Location of Lhe tree,
ineluding available space for ronis
and branches, affects the decision on
which spesics ta plant. 1zce chart
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3. Crown Form or Shape varics Maturz Heighi
anmving speckes, including round, oval, [lesl)
eolummnar, V-ghaped, or pyramidal BT

shapes. Consider how the shape of
the tree works in the space available,
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KEnowing what to ook for in selecting trees at the nursery will give you
trees thai have ithe best possible chance to survive and grow, And plant-
ing, done with care and some knowledge of trees and their needs, will
help your trees grow more rapidly and live at least twice as long as im-
properly planted trees. Here are a few essentials to be aware of:
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Selecting Your Tree

Look for these physical
characteristics in your trees:

windhrealk, ete.

Tow to Select & Plant a Tree

Trecs are for a lifetimne, =0 it pays o
spend time now making sure that you get
the beat, Start by iﬂftmng % purpagze for
yaur ned tree (shade, privesy, aestheties,
1, Identify (e firmieaiions
of the site where von will be planting
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{oerhead wires, confined root zone, drv
elimate, clay soil, ete.t Select a species to
plani that is hesi. suited for the conditions
vou have identified. Finally, examine the
trees carefully before you buy, and buy
for quahity.

BARE ROOT SEEDLINGS CONTAINERIZED

* Hoots shpuld be moist and  ®  Soil plug shonld be moist
fibrous. and firm.
= Decitduous seedlings s Avoid ball, spindly Lops.

Well-developed ronts are
more important.

should have rants about
equal o the stem length.

BALLED & BURLAFPPED POTTED

+ Koot ball should be firm ¢ Pol shauld not contain
to the touch, especially large, circling roots.
near the trunk. * Pruned roots cul eleandy,
» Root hall should he ad- none wider than a finger,
souate for the tree's size. .

Soil & rools juined tightly.

Plantmg Your Tree

BARE ROOT SEEDLINGS

In light or sandy soil, & planting bar or narrow shovel makes
the job fasl and easy. Hemember to keep the roots from dryving
aut, Adter creating a hole with the har, place the seedling, insert
he bar a few inches awar and push to cose np the sel.

Followmg Up After Planting

Watering — i= the key to tree survival, It should be
used when illing the planting hole Lo eliminate large air
cavities, firm the svil around fine roots, and make nourish-
ment available 1o the tree, Water deeply around vour tree
pnee 8 week during drey spells.

DigaholeZro b
tirnes the diameter of
the rool ball, and loosen
the 01l 10 help roots
graw. After placing the
1 i, remove 1‘»’11‘ 5 4
- mesh and refill the Lole

LARGER TREES

. -
Sug ar siy the tree's base i at
ritotilled Slopad ground level,
HIES sites ) |

2 -5 times the
dgiamatler of rosl ball

Pruning — generaily. it’s best not to prune after plant-
i1, exeept lur dead or broken branches.
Fertilizing -~ to avoid root burn, den't fertitize shade
trees until the Iate spring of the second vear after planting.
Mulching — mulech is a voung tree's hest friend, placed 2
to 4 inches deep on the soil around the ree, but nel touch-
ing the trunk.
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Trees for Wildlife

A common thread that runs through the fabric of America is our love
for wildlife. Whether it is a squirrel in our back yard or a hovering marsh
hawk hunting the edges of a city park, wildlife is a valued resource fo
proteet and enjov. Bul Lo share onr communities with wildlife takes

understanding and planning. Not surpisingly, trees play an important TREE CITY USA
role. By understanding a few basic principles, you can attrael songbirds -!-[
and other desirable wildlife to your home or neighborhond, BL i ! E m

W.T hat ‘sfﬂdlife Nﬁeds j\l’]:natt;ve; the W.ﬂd]_ifc: whe‘ther a song sparrow or a butierly
or a squirrel, the key to its presence is hahitat — the place

F d where it lives, Habital consists of three important elements, all
00 of which are necessary in erder for wildlife to {find a home.

Earh different tree and shrok
speeies has a different food
vabue and gftracts different
artimats. Somme, like cherrie
may be relizhed by ag ma
40 speries. Having
a wide vartety of
trees with high food
value is the single best
wiry (o increase vour
peasure in viewing wildlife.

Water

Water 15 as essential for wildlile as it s for
humane. Provide it and you will be reswarded
with more birds, butterflies. and other wildlife.
Shown below are a few wavs water can be
provided in a home landscape.

Diipping tap
Bm:i bath

Cover e ; w3y
Cover provides protection for breeding, l

nesiing, sleeping, traveling, and hiding
fram enemies. ldeal cover for & wide ranpge
of animals i= provided by dense plantings
of ermifers. In urban sewtings, even a single
aspruce trec will help, but all the better if
wou have space for a group of evergreens or
a hemlock hedge. Wild tangles, vines, and
thnr 1w shrubs in odd corners or narrow
also provide excellent rover.

Useful Vegetation Patterns to Help Wildlife

The arranpement of ood soorees, FREVALING
pratective fover, and water will make a bip WINDS ,
differenee in the Kinds and quality of N
wildlife wou attract. A fow principles:

# Phe same arrangement of trees and S g " A
shrobs that provides humans with wind - : @ ' .
o - g } Coonifzrs % r
protection and shade also works well for ‘ 4
: Leuume=

wildbile, . ¢ food valus
* Ty gee more bivds and provide for dheie r 77N gy
salety, plant eover trees or shrubs { o =,
within 10 to 15 fest of water souves. ¢ f et -
e When prasthle, provide mbenken travel 7 gl Houss J
= . P oo CUES .
lanes (rowe o =, hedges, a brushy = 1 i . ] Mote When
fence rowy, ete. i between wooded arcas. Ty it il Lig ' I § ] f plaming. always
. . o e HHIHT B ik match spenes 1o
e Ppovids “edee” areas where woods or . ™\ 4 ] P na i larsiness zo0e,
sheubbory meet a lawn or oid Held. Fdge o Hardwondse : 1 soil. ang other site
areas provide o comnbenation of food, M ‘ : condiions

[
sunlight, shade, and secarity. 7 K. 5 1 L
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