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La,rva (May·June) , hairy calerpillm with five pairs Ol "llll~ !.po ~ and six 
pairs ot red spots along Ihe ba 

The gypsy moth has been pi imary defoliator of hardwoods 
in the Northeastern Unit d St tes since its intr due in' 
1869, New England, Dela ar _, Maryland, N wier:' y, ew 
York, Pennsylvania, and JS~ 111gton D,C. and portiuns o( 
Michigan, North Carolina, Ohio, Virginia, and 'e t irginia 
are generally infested. lSQlrltpr! infestation h<lve be 11 11 led 
in some North Central, Soulh rIl, and WeSlern 5lah~s, and 
are subject to eradication by the USDA Animal and rlanl 
Health Inspection Servi 

, 
Oaks are the preferred host species, but mo'l pedes of trees 
and shrubs are also defoli,1ted by the gypsy moth 11- II 

preferred hosts are not a ail;d Ie or have be 11 co npld ,Iy 
defoliated. Black walnut el om attacked; .m!, ash, tulip 
poplar, locust, and sycamote are never attacked. 

The potential spread of t i nect is high. TIle host r nge is 
extensive, and artificial sprt:!<Id of the inse as inu ..ased Ihe 
already high rate of dispersin by natural means. Artificial 
spread, the movement of gg rnasses and pUpil e on ursery 
stock, forest products, eqUIp L.nt, and all typ so venid 5, 

can be reduced by close inspection of articles IllQ ing II 

infested to noninfested <3r "rl 

Pupa (july.August)- pupal skin and pupa (females 
are larger than ales) 

gg mass (Au u,st-May) . small larvae emerge Ii,e 
lullowing ay 

For more information Iltact your (llmty Agricullural Agent, 
State Forester, Statt' Fntomologist, or SLdie E-.; ml [ 
Specialist 


