


Life Cycle

The gypsy moth passes through
four stages: egg, larva, pupa, and
adult (moth stage). Only the larvae
damage trees and shrubs.

Gypsy moth egg masses are laid
on branches and trunks of trees, but
egg masses may be found in any shel-
tered location. Egg masses are buff
colored when first laid but may
bleach out over the winter months
when exposed to direct sunlight and
weathering. .

The hatching of gypsy moth eggs
coincides with budding of most hard-
wood trees. Larvae emerge from e;
masses from early spring throu%
mid-May (fig. 3).

Larvae are di in two ways.
Natural dispersal occurs when newly
hatched larvae hanging from host
trees on silken threads (fig. 4) are
carried by the wind for a distance of
about I mile. Larvae can be carried

Figure 1- Area of general infestation as of 1988.

Figure 3 - Gypsy moth larvae emerging from egg
mass.

for longer distances. Artificial dis-
persal occurs when people transport
gy sy moth eggs thousands of

miles from infested areas on cars
and recreational vehicles, firewood,
household goods, and other per-
sonal possessions.

Larvae develop into adults by
going through a series of progres-
sive molts through which they in-
crease in size. Instars are the stages
between each molt. Male larvae
normally go through five instars
(females, through six) before enter-
ing the pupal stage. Older larvae
have five pairs of raised blue spots
and six pairs of raised brick-red
spots along their backs (rig. 5).

During the first three instars,
larvae remain in the top branches or
crowns of host trees. The first stage
or instar chews small holes in the
leaves (fig. 6). The second and third
instars feed from the outer edge of
the leaf toward the center.


























